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List of Public Institutions and of Persons who have contributed 
to the Society's Library, $c. since the last Anniversary, 


Her Majesty’s Government. 

Royal Society of London. 

Royal Society of Edinburgh. 

Royal Irish Academy. 

Royal Geographical Society. 

Royal Asiatic Society. 

Royal Institution. 

Geological Society. 

Zoological Society. 

Cambridge Philosophical Society. 

Linnean Society. 

Society of Arts. 

Art-Union Society, 

Newcastle Literary and Philosophical Society. 

British Association. 

The Registrar-General. 

The Radcliffe Trustees. 

Royal Observatory at Edinburgh. 

L’Academie National des Sciences de ITrastitut de France. 
Depot General de la Marine, 

Royal Academy of Munich. 

Royal Observatory of Munich. 

Royal Academy of Berlin. 

Royal Academy at Brussels. 

The Imperial Academy of Sciences at St. Petersburg, 
Imperial Academy of Sciences at Vienna. 

Imperial Observatory at Vienna. 

The Observatory at Milan. 

The Italian Society at Modena. 

Academy of Sciences at Naples. 

The Observatory at Konigsberg. 

The Observatory at Dorpat. 

The American Philosophical Society. 

The American Academy of Arts and Sciences, 

The Editor of the Athenaeum Journal. 

The Editor of the Architect. 


G. B. Airy, Esq. 
Professor A. D. Bache, 
Robert Baldwin, Esq. 

Dr. C. T. Beke. 

M. J. B. Biot. 

Sir T. M. Brisbane, Bart. 


J. A. Broun, Esq. 

Dr. A. L. Buchner, jun. 
H. C. Carrington, Esq, 
P. Clare, Esq. 

Robert Cole, Esq, 
Professor A. Colla. 
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Professor De Morgan. 

J. C. Dennis, Esq. 

O. G. Downes, Esq. 

S. M. Drach, Esq. 

John Drew, Esq. 

Professor Encke. 

Lieut. Gilliss, U.S.N. 
James Glaisher, Esq. 

B. Gompertz, Esq. 

Dr. B. A. Gould. 

M. J. A. Grunert. 

J. Herapath, Esq. 

Sir J. F. W. Herschel, Bart. 
Luke Howard, Esq. 
Captain King. 

James Lockhart, Esq. 
Professor Loomis. 

Sir J. Lubbock, Bart. 

J. Martin, Esq. 

R. Moon, Esq. 

Henry Perigal, jun. Esq. 


Dr. Peters. 

Professor Plantamour. 
Professor Quetelet. 

Lieut. H. Raper, R.N. 

M. Carl Riimker. 

Dr. Rutherford. 

Professor Schumacher. 
Signor A. Secchi. 

Rev. R. Sheepshanks. 
Captain Shortrede. 

Captain W. H. Smyth, R.N. 
J. K. Smythies, Esq. 

J. Strangeways, Esq. 

Lieut. W. S. Stratford, R.N. 
R. Taylor, Esq. 

M. Yvon Yiliarceau. 

J. J. Waterston, Esq. 
Thomas Weddell, Esq. 

J. J. Weld, Esq. 

Mr. J. Williams. 

J. W. Woollgar, Esq. 


Address delivered by the Astronomer Royal, President of the So¬ 
ciety, on presenting the Honorary Medal of the Society to 
Dr. Annibale de Gasparis. 

It is now my duty, Gentlemen, to announce to you that the 
Council have awarded the Medal of the Society to Signor Annibal 
de Gasparis, for the discovery of the three planets, Hygeia , Par - 
thenope , and Egeria. The nature of these discoveries scarcely 
allows of any very elaborate commentary, yet perhaps a few re¬ 
marks upon the methods by which these and other planets have 
been found may not be misplaced on the present occasion. 

Seventy years^since, the only planets known to men of science 
were the same which were known to Chaldean shepherds thousands 
of years ago. The 44 five other wandering orbs” of Milton, whose 
number Kepler once conceived to be fixed by the immutable laws 
of necessity, were still the only recognised wanderers in the sky. 
Although the notion of a fatality in the precise number had doubt¬ 
less passed away, yet the impression produced on men’s minds by 
the unbroken recognition through many ages of five and only five 
planets, possessed nearly the same force. The discovery of a new ve¬ 
ritable planet seems to have given rise to the same kind of emotions 
as would be produced now if we found a class of animals possessing 
a new kind of sense ; as a perception of magnetism, of photogenic 
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